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Indian art connects architecture, painting,
and sculpture

Buddhism and Hinduism

Manuscript painting

Uniformity in style

Symbolism
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e Civilization started with in the Indus River
Valley (around time of early european
civilizations)

e Made up of many small kingdoms
occasionally united

e Hinduism and Buddhism

e Diverse culture, language, and geography

e Split into stylistic periods
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e Arts play a critical role

e Artists trained in workshops
e 3 Schools-

o @Gandhara School of art- Mixture of Greek and Roman and
with elements of Indian and Iranian culture. Less emotion

o Mathura School of Art- Sandstone, Jainism, Buddhism,
Hinduism

o Amaravati School of Art- Superb reliefs, works include
Great Stupa



Lion Capital

From Sarnath
(250 BCE)




Lion Capital From Sarnath (250 BCE)

Done in sandstone, 7 ft tall, from Maurya Period
erected along a pilgrimage route to the holy
sights of Buddha

Bottom is a lotus blossom

Hunched lions influenced by Persepolis
Repetitive pattern in the mane

~rieze has 4 wheels and 4 symbolic animals
o Symbolizes Buddha’s Law




Great Stupa (3rd Century BCE)
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Great Stupa (3rd Century BCE)

Buddhist reliquary shrine faced with dressed stone, originally white
From the Shunga Period

Three umbrellas represent Buddha, his laws, monastic order
Railing at crest of mounds represents a sacred tree

Double staircase and wraparound walkway

Hemispheric dome=dome of heaven

Torana-relief on architraves, Buddha 1s symbolised in objects

o Reliefs could also represent places Buddha taught, horror vacui,
high relief sculptures



Chaitya Hall oo cg)




Chaitya Hall (0o cE)

Carving into a mountain-very Indian

Has sexual connotations... “penetrate the womb of the mountain”
Stupa at end with ambulatory

Basilican form-long nave defined by colonnade

Bell shaped capitals

Columns originally wood

From the Andhras Period



Bodhisattva

Padmapani
(475 CE)




Bodhisattva Padmapani 475 BCE)

Bodhisattva- Like Buddhist saints, helpers of Buddha
Fresco 1n cave

Shows Padmapani holding blue lotus

Graceful curves simulate dance

Pointed crown of highest caste, symbolises spiritual
attainment

From Gupta Period



Buddha
Preaching the

First Sermon
(5th Century)




Buddha Preaching the First Sermon
(5th Century)

Y ogi positioning, hands in a preaching mudra

On predella depicting important narrative of Buddha
Compact pose; epicene quality; tight fitting clothes
Nimbus above with Bodhisattvas inside

Done in sandstone

Peaceful and serene

Softer more natural body



Borobudur

(800 CE)



Borobudur oo CE)

Java, Indonesia

Massive Buddhist monuments with 504 life size Buddhas,
thousands of narrative reliefs and stupas

One million carved blocks of stone

Uses Icons with many levels of meaning

Meant to be walked around on each terrace

Pyramidal and aligned with cardinal directions

Lower levels-world of desire, middle-world of forms, top-world
of formulas (worldly desire is expunged)

Pilgrimage site
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It’s Super
Cool!



(Jake Cam)
(Don’t feed the
monks!)




Once the capital of medieval Cambodia

Main pyramid surrounded by four corner towers
Corbelled roofs on galleries
Dedicated to Vishnu

Horror Vacui of Sculptural reliefs
Sculpture 1s rhythmic and repetitive










Complex composition

Vigorously dancing with one foot on dwarf, the Demon of
Ignorance

Depicted in a flaming nimbus

Hair ends 1n cobra heads

One hand beats drum, other holds flame

Shiva has 4 hands

Epicene quality

Periodically destroys the universe so it can be reborn
Third eye

Shown unfolding universe out of drum

“Do not be afraid”
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1200s-Popularity of Buddhism
declined.remained in Northeast in a
form called Tantric Buddhism

1400s-Hinduism gained prominence
after the decline of Buddhism

1500s- Mughals and other Islamic
groups came into India

1600-Unified Mughal Empire

Islam as prominent religion



The Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara

Kurkihar,Bihar. Pala dynasty,12th century.Gilt
bronze. Tantric Buddhism




Tantric (Vajrayana)Buddhism

Visualizing deities

Bodhisattva- beings who are well advanced
on the path to buddhahood.
Avalokitesvara is distinguished by his
garments and accessories

Sitting on lotus flower and wearing the
crown. (use of symbolism!!)

The third eye- symbol of the ability to see in
miraculous ways The wheel - teaching truth




Outer Gopura of the
Minakshi-Sundareshvara
Temple

Hinduism,South India,13th century




-Fervent expression of

SU8E Hindu Faith
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~-32000 sculptures outside




-160 ft tall
-Hindu rulers patronize

-tower above the temple site and
surrounding cities




| Qutub Minar

Islam, 14th century,Delhi




-Symbolic use of minaret
-not really used to call people to prayers

-shows authority of the Mughals
-73m tall
-not so functional

e
b
X%
A
LEELTY
33 S
HE
£
15
< LR
N 15N Y
- g T
8f 2
5
&
it h‘

-

mmnmm 4



~-DKDQJLU DQG 6KDK
$EEDV

Abu’l Hasan, Mughal period,c 1618, Opaque
watercolor, gold and ink on paper. 9”°x8”

(Still showing power!)




- Secular and miniature painting

style —_—
- Shah Abbas is the Safavid king of -
Iran g

- During a period of uneasy détente
with Shah Abbas, Jahangir dreamec
the two rulers embraced—but in
reality they never met.



Jahangir represented by more
power

Lion & Lamb

Allegory image
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Shah Abbas reclaimed
Kenbaha

Veiled Threat




Taj Mahal

Mughal period,c1632-1648




-Mausoleum-monumental
building as tombs
-Dedicated to Shah Jahan’s
favorite wife that died giving

birth to their 14th child.

(Wow...)

-Has both public and

personal meaning
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-One large arch flanked by
two arches

-Inlaid with black marble
and stones

-Arabic script from the
Quran

-Vegetations from the
'garden in heaven

-DQQDK,"Garden",an eternal place for Muslims, is
the Islamic conception of paradise.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise

- 42 acres of ground,

4 channels of water

| . 4 rivers of paradise
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Bodhisattva: a deity who refrains from entering nirvana to help others.

Buddha: a fully enlightened being

Chaitya: a rock-cut shrine

Darshan: Hindu ability of worshiper and deity to see one another

Gopura: Monumental entrance to Indian temple complex

Mudra: Symbolic Hindu and Buddhist hand gestures

Stupa: Dome shaped shrine

Torana: Gateway near stupa with two upright posts and three horizontal lintels. Carved elaborately
Urna: a circle of hair on the brows of deity, sometimes represented as focal point

Ushnisha: a protrusion at the top of the head, or the topknot of a Buddha

Wat: a Buddhist monastery or temple in Cambodia Yakshi (masculine : yaksha): female and male figures of fertility in Buddhist
and Hindu art

Gopuram (Gopura (singular)) : monumental towers, usually ornate, at the entrance of any IHPS(H, especially in Southern India.
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http://asianhistory.about.
com/od/Asian History Glossary D G/g/Delhi-Sultanate. htm

http://www.as1a.si.edu/explore/worlds-within-
worlds/zoom/jahangir-embracing-shah-abbas.asp

http://archinect.com/blog/article/55991558/minakshi-
sundareshvara-temple

http://davidknappfisher.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/angkor-
wat-panorama-big.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.
org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Shiva's statue at CERN engaging



http://asianhistory.about.com/od/Asian_History_Glossary_D_G/g/Delhi-Sultanate.htm
http://asianhistory.about.com/od/Asian_History_Glossary_D_G/g/Delhi-Sultanate.htm
http://asianhistory.about.com/od/Asian_History_Glossary_D_G/g/Delhi-Sultanate.htm
http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/worlds-within-worlds/zoom/jahangir-embracing-shah-abbas.asp
http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/worlds-within-worlds/zoom/jahangir-embracing-shah-abbas.asp
http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/worlds-within-worlds/zoom/jahangir-embracing-shah-abbas.asp
http://archinect.com/blog/article/55991558/minakshi-sundareshvara-temple
http://archinect.com/blog/article/55991558/minakshi-sundareshvara-temple
http://archinect.com/blog/article/55991558/minakshi-sundareshvara-temple
http://davidknappfisher.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/angkor-wat-panorama-big.jpg
http://davidknappfisher.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/angkor-wat-panorama-big.jpg
http://davidknappfisher.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/angkor-wat-panorama-big.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Shiva's_statue_at_CERN_engaging_in_the_Nataraja_dance.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Shiva's_statue_at_CERN_engaging_in_the_Nataraja_dance.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Shiva's_statue_at_CERN_engaging_in_the_Nataraja_dance.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Shiva's_statue_at_CERN_engaging_in_the_Nataraja_dance.jpg
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http://www.thousandwonders.net/Borobudur

http://schools.nashua.
edu/myclass/lavalleev/Art%20History%
20Pictures/ch06/6-12.jpg

http://static.desktopnexus.
com/thumbnails/519418-bigthumbnail.jpg

https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.
com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya



http://www.thousandwonders.net/Borobudur
http://www.thousandwonders.net/Borobudur
http://schools.nashua.edu/myclass/lavalleev/Art%20History%20Pictures/ch06/6-12.jpg
http://schools.nashua.edu/myclass/lavalleev/Art%20History%20Pictures/ch06/6-12.jpg
http://schools.nashua.edu/myclass/lavalleev/Art%20History%20Pictures/ch06/6-12.jpg
http://schools.nashua.edu/myclass/lavalleev/Art%20History%20Pictures/ch06/6-12.jpg
http://static.desktopnexus.com/thumbnails/519418-bigthumbnail.jpg
http://static.desktopnexus.com/thumbnails/519418-bigthumbnail.jpg
http://static.desktopnexus.com/thumbnails/519418-bigthumbnail.jpg
https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya_ashoka's_lion_capital-1470FEC92402A8B5D15.png
https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya_ashoka's_lion_capital-1470FEC92402A8B5D15.png
https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya_ashoka's_lion_capital-1470FEC92402A8B5D15.png
https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya_ashoka's_lion_capital-1470FEC92402A8B5D15.png
https://classconnection.s3.amazonaws.com/690/flashcards/5694690/png/016_maurya_ashoka's_lion_capital-1470FEC92402A8B5D15.png

